66	ESSAYS ON ECONOMIC TRANSITION
The rather long period of the wagon turn-round time in India
may be regarded as a consequence of the longer average haul and
the preponderance of the slow steam tractive power on Indian
railways. However, as the experience of the railways in the Soviet
Union and China indicates, the importance of these two factors
should not be exaggerated. Relatively a very small part of the
average wagon turn-round time is taken up in the actual movement
of the wagon between stations. As shown in the table below, in the
Soviet Union where the average haul was about one and a half times
higher than in India, only a fifth of the wagon turn-round time
was taken up in 1954 in the actual movement of the wagons. For
the rest of the time, the wagon was immobile either on intermediate
stops, or on marshalling yards or sidings being loaded or unloaded.

Item
Days
Per cent
of total
Wagon movement
Immobile at intermediate stops
Immobile at technical stations
Immobile in loading and unloading
1.4
0.7
2.7
2.0
21
11
40
38
Average wagon turn-round time	6.7	100	
sources : Khachaturov, T., Voprosy Ekonomiki, No. 3, 1956, p. 96.
If the average haul of freight traffic in western Germany, Sweden,
Yugoslavia or Poland were doubled, thus making it roughly
equal to that in India, this would add some 250 kilometres to the
wagon journey, a distance which could surely be covered in a day
at a speed of only 10 kilometres per hour. The doubling of the
haul in these countries would thus add about a day to the present
average turn-round time which varies from 4 to 6 days—still
only around a half of the wagon turn-round time in India. For
the same reasons, the change in tractive power, from slow-moving
steam locomotion to more rapid electric or diesel locomotion,
would also make but little difference in the over-all wagon turn-
round time. The efficiency of utilization of the freight wagons is
thus only marginally influenced by the type of tractive power used
or the length of the average haul.
The factors that have a decisive influence on the average wagon
turn-round time are the extensive delays caused in loading and
unloading and in shunting the wagons in marshalling yards.

